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Abstract

The world has many ethical viewpoints.  Some of these ethical systems are compatible with a Christian worldview.  Some are not.  The purpose of this discussion is to select two ethical systems one of which is compatible with a Christian worldview and one that is not and summarize the importance of each and examine each system in the context of a Christian worldview.  I have selected Graded Absolutism and Generalism.

Christian Ethics and Worldview


There are several ethical systems that are compatible with a Christian Worldview.  Graded Absolutism is the closest to an evangelical’s viewpoint.  “Graded absolutism holds that there are many moral absolutes, and they sometimes conflict, but they can be "graded" into higher and lower laws. When there is a conflict, it is our duty to follow the higher moral law, and God exempts us from responsibility for breaking the lower law in favor of the conflicting higher law. He does not blame us for what we cannot avoid. In this system, love is a higher absolute than truth, and it is therefore sometimes right to lie to save a life.” (Gagliardi:CHC.org)


Generalism, which is not compatible with a Christian Worldview, “argues that there are some binding moral principles.  But in contract to absolutism, generalism insists that none of these moral laws is really absolute.  Since every moral principle admits of exceptions, the generalist has an easy solution to moral conflicts.”  (Geisler, p.77)  Generalism has one absolute end, that is the one that results in the greatest good.


“Roughly speaking, generalism holds that the identification of general moral truths that are capturable in the form of moral principles is fundamental to the development of an adequate ethical theory.”  (Wright, p.1)

 
Graded Absolutism has biblical substantiation.  This makes it compatible with a Christian’s Worldview.  The following outlines this importance:

“1. Some moral laws and obligations are higher than others (Matt. 5:19; 10:37; 22:34-36; 23:23). 

2. Some good acts are better than others, and some bad acts are worse than others. This is shown by levels of reward in heaven (1 Cor. 3:11-12), and degrees of punishment in hell (Rev. 20:12).  Some sins are essentially different than others (1 Cor. 6:18). Some sins are worse than others (Prov. 6:16-19). Some sins are worthy of public rebuke (1 Tim. 5:20), others excommunication (1 Cor. 5), others death (1 Cor. 3:11). One sin is unforgivable (Mark 3:29). This shows God puts some of his moral standards above others. 

3. God specifically commends civil disobedience in a number of cases (e.g. Daniel 3 & 6, Acts 4:19-20 & 5:29). This clearly shows he puts some of his other commands higher than his commands to obey civil laws (Rom. 13:1-6; 1 Pet. 2:13-14). 

4. Apart from a hierarchical understanding, God's plan of redemption is immoral because it required the punishment of an innocent person and pardon of the guilty. (God's love for men outweighed his commitment not to punish the innocent—Is. 53:4, 10; 2 Cor. 5:21.)

5. Jesus demonstrated a hierarchical view of moral values. e. g. submission to parents v. God (Luke 2:41-52); sabbath regulations v. healing (Mark 2); submission to government v. God (Matt. 22:15-22); demands of justice for the innocent (Himself) v. mercy for the guilty (mankind).

6. God says that in every temptation he provides a way of escape, implying he does not put us in no-win moral situations (1 Cor. 10:13). 

Human depravity and its devastating effects are real, but this does not mean sin is unavoidable for the Christian. God gives us the resources in Christ to avoid sin in any situation (2 Pet. 1:3).” (EPM.org, p.5)


Graded Absolutism provides guidance when dealing with moral conflicts and defends a Christian viewpoint.


Generalism has norms and a solution for norms that are in conflict.  Unfortunately, Generalism has one absolute end, which is for the greatest good.  Depending on one’s interpretation of what is the greatest good, the ethical behavior of individuals and society can vary considerably.  Generalism falls in the classification of what a Post Modernist would believe.  There is no absolute norm or absolute truth to a Generalist.  What is good for you may not be good for me, but as long as it is good for you it is OK.  This creates a self governance of normal ethical behavior.  The end does not always justify the means.  As Christians we need absolute truth and universal norms.  Generalism does not provide this.  This is why Generalism does not work as a Christian Worldview.
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